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James “Jim” V. Magee, Jr. 1946 - 2013 . . A Tribute

by Cathal Liam

Itis with a heavy heart I write
of the recent death of a friend and
one of the outstanding leaders of
Cincinnati’s Irish community, Jim
Magee.

Jim died at home, surrounded
by family, on Friday evening 25
January, after a lengthy and hard-
fought battle with cancer. His
death leaves a tremendous hole
in the hearts of Linda, his wife
of forty-two years, and their two
adult children, Christina and Mi-
chael, their spouses and children.

Besides his family, friends and
an active legal practice, Jim’s many
contributions to Cincinnati’s Irish
community will have a lasting im-
pact. As many mourn his passing,
one consolation clearly emerges...
there will be a great residue of
shared experiences, friendships,
and memories left behind. His
passion, energy and devotion to
the cause of Ireland will remain a
constant in the hearts and minds of
the many that knew him and called
him a ‘friend.’

Born sixty-six years ago in
Philadelphia, Jim had a life-long

thirst for learning. He received
his undergraduate degree from
Allentown College (now DeSales
University) in 1969. After moving
west, he earned an MA degree
from Eastern Kentucky University
in 1971 and his JD degree in 1974
from Northern Kentucky Univer-
sity. Following graduation, Jim
practiced law in both Ohio and
Kentucky, representing numer-
ous clients in addition to serving
as the National Legal Counsel to
the Ancient Order of Hibernians
in America during the period
2004-2008.

Never one to be shy from shar-
ing his knowledge and profes-
sional expertise with others, Jim
served as an adjunct professor of
law over the years at Salmon P.
Chase College of Law in northern
Kentucky. He also authored works
on estate and property law plus
frequently lectured on bankruptcy
and real estate.

Besides family and the law,
Jim’s other love was "Ireland.” If
he wasn't taking a active role in
some Irish programme or event,
Linda and he were usually in

Comic John Mulaney At Playhouse

Live Nation welcomes come-
dian John Mulaney to the Play-
house Square Center Theatre in
Cleveland, OH on Friday, March
15th at 8:00 p.m.

Vaguely familiar to the millions
who have seen his Weekend Up-

date segments on Saturday Night
Live - not to mention his co-cre-
ation Stefon - and his appearances
on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon,
Jimmy Kimmel Live, Conan,
Vh1’s Best Week Ever and more,
John Mulaney will make his only
area appearance March 15 at the
Ohio Theater in Cleveland.

“It would be painful to watch
John Mulaney relive his childhood
humiliations, if it weren't so hilari-

ous.”-ROLLING STONE

“One of the rising voices in Ameri-
can comedy"--American Way

Last year, Mulaney unveiled NEW
IN TOWN, his first one-hour Com-
edy Central original stand-up special
to rave reviews. He was hailed by
New York Magazine, Rolling Stone,
Entertainment Weekly, Nylon, Paste,
Paper and more as one of the brightest
comedic breakthroughs of 2012.

NEW IN TOWN was Mulaney’s
first one-hour Comedy Central origi-
nal stand-up special and his second
album. Previously, Mulaney had
his own half-hour “Comedy Central
Presents” special. His first album,
THE TOP PART, was released in
2009 by Comedy Central Records
and was more recently hailed as
“criminally overlooked” and ” “a
finely-crafted piece of work” by THE
HUFFINGTON POST.

Tickets $23 LiveNation.com, the
Playhouse Square Ticket Office,

www.playhousesquare.org, or
by calling 216.241.6000.

All tickets subject to applicable
service charges and fees.

Dates and times subject to
change without notice.

attendance. He took part in the
successes of Cincinnati’s Irish-
American Theatre Company. From
ticket-taker to on-stage performing,
Jim made his passion known. He
taught classes about Irish history
at the newly opened Irish Heritage
Centre (2009), gave topical lectures,
and volunteered wherever needed.
He also offered his wise counsel
regarding the Heri-
tage Centre’s occa-
sional legal needs.

He took a spir-
ited role in several
important Irish
organisations. Be-
sides his legal work
for the national
AOQOH, Jim served
as a leader for two
of its local AOH
Cincinnati chapters.
He played a key
organising position

atthe AOH/LAOH Jim Magee being presented the Commodore John Barry

Jim and I became better ac-
quainted about five years ago,
when I joined one of his ‘famous’
ten-day, January excursions to
Ireland. For a number of years,
he’d become passionate about sup-
porting the Irish families in Derry
whose community was devastated
by the death of fourteen unarmed
protesters, shot in cold blood by
members of the British army in
1972. By annually returning to

national bi-annual Medal by State President, Joe Casey

convention in Cin-

cinnati during the summer of 2010.
Additionally, he was an enthusias-
tic member of the Irish-American
Cultural Institute, the Fenians of
Northern Kentucky, as well as
the Friends of Sinn Fein and Irish
Northern Aid. From 2007-2009, Jim
served as Ohio AOH president and
is a recipient of the Commodore
John Barry Medal for his outstand-
ing service to that organisation.

Derry to honour the memory of
this tragic event, Jim developed a
close bond with members of the
AOH in Derry and with the fami-
lies of the slain.

Combining the introduction to
and the education of Irish-Amer-
icans about Ireland’s past and
present plight under English /Brit-
ish rule, his travel groups would
spend a couple of days in Derry

and then visit important cultural
historical and political sites both
north and south of the border. On
my first of two such travels with
Jim, it was apparent to me he’d
become a valued and accepted
member of the Derry community
Afterward, as the group’s coach
motored about the island of Ire
land, Jim brought the history and
culture of the country alive. I will
certainly miss those winter jaunts
and the warm friend
ship we shared during
those travels.

On a personal note
Jim and Linda’s “great
room’ in their home
contained a wonderful
collection of Irish books
and other personal
memorabilia gathered
from a lifetime of travel
Seated comfortably be
fore a warm fire, the
two would entertain
an often-eclectic group
of friends in conversa
tion while Jim slowly
sipped on a glass of
well-crafted Irish whiskey. The
pleasures of such hospitable times
will always linger.

So it is with a sad heart I say
good-bye to such a fine man. May
his spirit and memory live onlong
after him and those who knew him
remember the richness he left be
hind...for death leaves a heartache
no one can heal; but love leaves a
memory no one can steal.
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