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Plank Road Tavern

can come up; everyone is wel-
come, everyone will have fun. 

“Our food is different and dis-
tinctive. There is no microwave 
here; it is all fresh. We buy lo-
cally where ever we can. One of 
our specialties is our Build your 
Own Burger, anything you want 
on it, for $6, includes fries. We 

have a varied menu, with Fried 
Green Tomatoes, fresh salads, 
chicken sandwich, we are con-
stantly adding with the seasons. 

“And of course, Craft beers – 
we have eighteen craft beers at 
all times. We get a lot of people 
who haven’t been exposed to 
them, don’t know what to ask 
for or what their likes are. At 
Plank Road, you can try a sam-
pler, learn a bit, have fun, and 
it is a little less expensive than 
elsewhere. 

“We have our staples like 
Guinness, but we also change 
out as new seasonal beers be-
come available. You get a nice 
craft beer, and a great meal, 
like a gourmet pub with all the 
warmth and comfort of your 
favorite pub. We hope we will 
become that, your favorite pub.” 

Plank Road Taverns, is special, 
and has specials: 

“Mondays are our Buy 1 Burg-
er, Get a Free Beer Night; on 
Tuesdays we have $4 Martinis; 
Wednesdays are $2 Taco Nite, 
which is not a typical Taco, 
we’ve gotten a reputation as 
the freshest tacos in Lakewood.”

“We also have a great new pa-
tio in back with sanded concrete 
and ample seating for outside 
dining in warmer weather.” Ap-

petizers from Hummus to Mus-
sels and nearly a dozen Martini 
choices are available every day.

“Plank Road is the home of St. 
Jarlath’s Gaelic Football Club. 
With the Gaelic Athletic Asso-
ciation’s Football and Hurling 
Finals coming to Cleveland over 
Labor Day Weekend, we are 

looking forward to doing a lot of 
cool stuff during the games, it is 
going to be a fantastic weekend.

Plank Road Tavern is old 
school in values. Great company, 
great craft and selfless contribu-
tion get the seat of honor in the 
hard wood and warm embrace 
that welcomes all. Music graces 
the ear, and seeps from the bones 
of instruments and owners. 

“We started Plank Road in 
2011,” said Proprietor Kevin 
Pap. “We were looking for the 
right spot and this location 
was available. It is a great area, 
central location; great city. We 
found our niche in Lakewood 

– a place where we would want 
to hang out. It is not expensive, 
and is very welcoming. Our 
crowd is exactly like our family, 
from our parents to my 21-year 
old sister, with shared interest 
in our heritage and our com-

munity. 
“We always had the goal (at 

the gentle suggestion of my 
sister-in-Law, Sarah Lally Pap), 
to have a sessiún every Thurs-
day night. We have been doing 
that for two years now. It can 
be three people, it can be fifteen, 

but everyone has a ball. The vi-
sion we dream over the genera-
tions is to have a Thursday night 
sessiún with the kids and our 
kids are the ones playing and 
we’ll be the old ones watching 
them play.

“Good music, good atmo-
sphere, good food, good people. 
From older folks like Al O’Leary 
to legends to be, just getting 
started – anyone can come up, 
anyone who can play music or if 
they simply want to listen, they 

“You can watch sports, but 
we are not a sports bar, you 
can get a great meal, but we’re 
not a restaurant; we are a place 
you can hang out after work, be 
yourself and relax.

“Lakewood is a great commu-
nity to be in ~ the city likes and 
supports small businesses. We 
are grateful for their support and 
plan to be here for a long time.”

The heart of the issue is our 
advertisers. They support and 
fund the Ohio Irish American 
News every month, they make 
it available to their customers, 
and they help spread the history 
and the promise of our rich Irish 
heritage. Plank Road Tavern is a 
living example of the trademark 
generous pride and welcome 
the Irish actively create and 
nurture in our community. We 
are blessed; we are grateful.

Plank Road Tavern
16719 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107
(website under construction)
M – F: 3:00 pm - 2:30 am
Sa - Su: 11:00 am – 2:30 am
Proprietors: 
Kevin Pap & Family, Pat Mc-

Ginty, John Davie
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Saint Louis Tionól 2013
martin hayes and John carty headline 

The 16th Traditional irish music weekend

St. Louis, MO – The weekend of April 
19,20, 21 marks the 16th consecutive year, 
traditional Irish musicians from all over 
the US, Canada and Ireland will gather in 
St. Louis for the annual Saint Louis Tionól 
.  Tionól (pronounced CHUN-awl) is the 
Irish word for a gathering for the purpose 
of sharing.  Mostly used to describe gath-
erings of uilleann (irish bagpipes) pipers, 
it’s a good description of the gathering 
that takes place each spring in St. Louis. 

While the focus of the weekend is on 
the workshops and concerts, the infor-

mal sessions are a vital component.  The 
informality provides unparalleled op-
portunities to enjoy encounters with the 
master musicians and fellow students 
from across the country.  The aim of the 
event is to provide a relaxed and intimate 
atmosphere in which to enjoy and savor 
a rich tradition and maybe learn a few 
things in the bargain.  

Traditional Irish instruments includ-
ing the fiddle, uilleann pipes, tin whistle, 
bodhrán (a round drum made of goat-
skin), and flute will be heard playing jigs, 
hornpipes and reels.  For those unfamiliar 
with the name, uilleann (pronounced “il-
lin”) pipes are responsible for the haunt-
ing music from the sound tracks of the 
movie “Titanic” and popular shows such 
as “Riverdance” and “Celtic Women”. 

While some might be surprised to hear 
the depth and breadth of musicianship 
and music in the middle of St. Louis, one 
listen and you’ll realize you’re hearing 
some of the best you’ll find anywhere 
in the world.  Over the last 16 years, the 
weekend has become one of the focal 
points of traditional Irish music in the US 
and the quality of the experience is the 
equal of anything you’ll find. 

The concerts are the highpoints of the 
weekend and provide an opportunity 

for our talented teachers to showcase 
their talents. The weekend starts with 
the Friday, April 19, concert at the Saint 
Louis Brewery Taproom, 2100 Locust 
starting at 7:30PM for which tickets are 
$15 (under 12 – free) and will be available 
at the door.   On Saturday, April 20, at 
8:00 PM, the second concert will be held 
at The Sheldon Concert Hall, 3648 Wash-
ington Blvd, just west of the Fox Theater.  
Tickets are $20, seniors and students are 
$18, and children 12 and under are free).  
Tickets are available at Metrotix (314-534-

1111 or Metrotix.com) or at 
the door.  Both concerts will 
feature dancers from Saint 
Louis Irish Arts.  Weekend 
attendees get admission to 
the concerts and ceili plus 
a discount on companion 
concert tickets.

The céilí is back and will 
be held on Friday night fol-
lowing the concert.  A céilí.   
For the novice, there will be 
a caller and an opportunity 
to walk through the dance 
so it’s a great chance to come 

out and enjoy the fun even if you’ve never 
done it before.  Ceili tickets are $5 at the 
door.  Paid weekend attendees are free. 
Following the concerts, on both nights, 
sessions will get underway with some-
thing for everyone to be found 

Martin Hayes, Kevin Crawford, and 
John Doyle, who make up the band “The 
Teetotallers” will join with fiddle player, 
John Carty to headline this year’s concerts.  
The Teetotallers bring TG4 Musician of 
the Year, Martin Hayes together with Lú-
nasa band member, Kevin Crawford and 
Grammy nominee John Doyle.  If there 
were such a thing as a fantasy Irish Band, 
this group would fill the bill.  

And if that weren’t enough, John Carty, 
another TG4 Traditional Musician of the 
year is returning to Tionól, after a hiatus 
of several years, with his amazing fiddle, 
flute, and banjo playing.  Earle Hitchener 
has called him “One of the most accom-
plished multi-instrumentalists alive” 
(Irish Echo, 2006).  

They’ll be joined by an all-star lineup 
including pipers, Neillidh Mulligan, 
Jimmy O’Brien-Moran, and, longtime St. 
Louis favorite, Michael “Piper” Cooney.  
In addition, for those pipers wanting to 
hone their reed making skills, we’ll be 
running the 3 day reeds class starting on 

April 18, Thursday.  
John Skelton, flute player, whistle 

player and raconteur extraordinaire will 
be here.  Chris Weddle returns to teach 
bodhrán.  He’ll be joined by Anna Col-
liton and the inimitable Albert Alfonso. 
And we are delighted to have Ed Miller 
back to share his incredible repertoire.  
The musical Conneely sisters are back as 
well with Kathleen on whistle and Pau-
line on banjo/mandolin.  It’s a pleasure to 
welcome Florence Fahy back to St. Louis.  
Florence is from County Clare and is a 
rising young star in the concertina world. 

Both concerts will be followed with 
music sessions at the Saint Louis Brew-
ery Taproom at 2100 Locust.  These are 
informal music “sessions” -where the 
musicians play together in small groups.  
Its all unrehearsed and great fun. 

If you have a tin whistle, bodhrán or 
ever wanted to learn to play traditional 
Irish music we have beginner classes for 
people who’ve never played.  And there 
are more advanced classes for those who 
want to work on technique, learn some 

new tunes, or find out “how do you 
do that”.   The workshops will be held 
Saturday (April 20) at Nerinx Hall High 
School, 530 E. Lockwood, Webster Groves.  
Check-in begins at 9:00 a.m. with classes 
running from 9:30 to 4:00 with a break 
for lunch.  

The weekend features the only multi-
day class for uilleann pipe reedmaking 
taught in the US.  This class has been very 
popular and is limited to 10 participants 
to insure individual attention.  Almost ev-
ery attendee has left with a working reed. 

Visit the website www.tionol.org for 
more information, to pre-register or to 
obtain a mail-in registration form.  Class 
attendees receive free admission to both 
concerts and may purchase additional 
concert tickets at a discount. 

On Sunday, April 21, the weekend will 
finish up with breakfast and more music 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. at John D. Mc-
Gurks Pub at 12th and Russell. 

For more information:  Please contact 
Mike Mullins – 314-578-1333  or mmul-

lins@tionol.org 

Harpists at the Saint Louis Tionol
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Sh-h-h...can’t you hear it? Yes, 
it’s another mea culpa for sins 
inflicted upon the Irish. The reg-
ister of offenders is long. Over 
the centuries, the English gov-
ernment, no doubt, tops the list. 

But not too far behind would 
be such notable bodies as the 
Royal Irish & Royal Ulster 
Constabularies, the Catholic 
Church, the Irish State itself, 
the No Nothing movement, a 
multitude of politicians, most 
historical revisionists...to name 

only a few.
The record is long and pain-

ful. An incomplete roll of trans-
gressions include events sur-
rounding The Famine, the 
decades-long sexual & physical 
abuse of Irish children, the 
Bloody Sunday killings, Ul-
ster’s ‘disappeared’ debacle, 
the murders of Northern Irish 
lawyer Pat Finucane & MI5 
informer Denis Donaldson, cer-
tain taoiseach administrations 
and now in the last weeks, the 

Magdalene Laundry exposé. 
Back in my October, 2011 

column, I wrote about the laun-
dries and stated Senator Martin 
McAleese, the husband of then-
Irish president Mary McAleese, 
would spearhead a commission 
delving into the history of these 
damnable institutions. This 
February, his 1,000-page report 
was published. 

Though devoid of recom-
mendations, the commission 
painted a horrific picture of 
over 11,000 women subjected to 
a system of rigid forced labour, 
all without pay, during the 
period 1922-1996. The average 
age of those often-innocent ar-
rivals was twenty-three while 
the youngest was nine and the 
oldest eighty-nine. 

In total, there were ten laun-
dries set up around the coun-
try, all run by four Catholic 
congregations: The Sisters of 
Our Lady of Charity, the Mercy 
Sisters, the Sisters of Charity 
and the Good Shepherd Sis-
ters. Fully 25% of the women 
were committed based on the 
recommendation of the Irish 
State. Others were handed over 
by the courts, social-service 
agencies, reform & industrial 
schools, individual families 
and some parish priests. Imag-
ine, a few even volunteered to 
be admitted.

Though there were no reports 
of physical or sexual abuse, 
many of the inmates felt a 
deep sense of suffering stem-
ming from a complete lack of 
personal freedom, frequent 
verbal censorship and cruel put-
downs. The difficult working 
conditions inside the laundries 
led to human exploitation and 
psychological manipulation 
all compounded by a sense of 
hopelessness fed by the inmates 
never knowing when they 
might be released. Certainly, the 
feelings of protection and lov-
ing care so touted by these four 
religious bodies were never 
realised by its victims.

Based on the McAleese find-
ings, the Irish taoiseach Enda 
Kenny made an historic apol-
ogy to the laundries’ survivors. 
In an emotional, twenty-minute 
speech, he said, “This is a 
national shame for which I 
say again I am deeply sorry 

and offer my full and heartfelt 
apologies.” 

Minutes later, he continued, 
“I, as Taoiseach, on behalf of 
this State, the Government 
and our citizens, deeply regret 
and apologise unreservedly to 
all those women for the hurt 
that was done to them, for any 
stigma they suffered as a result 
of the time they spent in the 
Magdalene laundry.” Kenny 
also ordered a three-month re-
view to determine appropriate 
levels of payment and support 
for the victims.

At the end of his apology, the 
Irish leader’s voice quavered 
with emotion. “Let me hope 
that this day and this debate 
heralds a new dawn for all 
those who feared that the dark 
midnight might never end.” 

In Galway, three Fianna Fáil 
councillors suggested that the 
Sisters of Mercy, who managed 
the town’s Magdalene facility 
from 1922 to 1984, donate the 
property adjacent to the former 
laundry building for the cre-
ation of a Centre of Reflection 
and Commemorative Garden. If 
not, the money gained from the 
land’s sale might help in estab-
lishing a victims’ redress fund 
which could mark, hopefully, 
the dawn of a new beginning.

Speaking of Galway, some 
months ago, I wrote of the city’s 
interest in erecting a statue to 
honour Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, 
the so-called father of revolu-
tion and son of Galway. [The Ar-
gentine Marxist revolutionary 
was a descendent of Galway’s 
Blake & Lynch families.] Assur-
edly, as the sun sets in the west, 
this idea met with a swift death. 
Both Irish and Irish-American 
protests ended any such plans. 
Too controversial was the al-
most unanimous verdict.

Another topic garnering 
worldwide attention revolves 
around the decision by the 
Belfast City Council [3 De-
cember 2012] to fly the Union 
Jack above its city hall on only 
fifteen special days a year in-
stead of daily as was the old 
practice. Needless to say, this 
choice, born of a contentious 
debate between council mem-
bers, sparked a major dust-up. 
Initially, Belfast-nationalist 
councillors wanted no Brit-

ish flag flown while unionist 
members fancied the standard 
waving aloft as always. Finally, 
Alliance party councillors broke 
the impasse with the 15-day 
scheme. Quickly, the national-
ists, who in effect were thumb-
ing their noses at their unionist 
counterparts, supported the 
compromised arrangement.

So from 3 December onward, 
unionists, often spurred on by 
the bigoted antics of intoler-
ant loyalists’ yobs, protested 
the decision. The resulting 
marches, boycotts, road block-
ages and violence have cost the 
Northern-Irish economy mil-
lions of pounds. Many dozen 
have been arrested and over 
100 charged. Both nationalist 
and Alliance neighbourhoods 
have been harassed, stoned and 
firebombed while numerous 
anti-flag citizens continually 
receive death threats.

This recent dispute is a clear 
statement to the world that 
some in the unionist/loyalist 
community want nothing to do 
with the equalities inherently 
contained in the 1998 Belfast 
Agreement. Mutual respect and 
shared parity are just words 
lacking any real substantive 
meaning to these intolerant 
hooligans. Their behaviour 
is simply another example of 
a minority’s unwillingness 
to embrace the democratic 
principles intrinsic in today’s 
Northern Ireland.

As Gerry Adams, Sinn Féin’s 
president, recently wrote in The 
Irish Echo [16-22 January 2013], 

“Sectarianism must be tackled 
and ended. The promise of the 
Good Friday Agreement [1998] 
for a new society, in which 
all citizens are respected, and 
where fairness and justice and 
equality are the guiding prin-
ciples, has to be advanced.”

So on that hopeful note, I 
urge all of you to keep Ireland 
in your thoughts. May the land 
of Pearse, Connolly and Collins 
continue to blossom and pros-
per. With our combined efforts, 
surely it will. God bless, Cathal

*Cathal is a freelance writer 
and the author of four histori-
cal fiction novels. His newest 
novel, A Fire On The Mountain, 
is scheduled for release in mid-
2013. www.cathalliam.com
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The Soloheadbeg ambush
its independence from England.

 Sometime before Christmas 
1918, Sean Treacy, Dan Breen, 
Seamus Robinson, Sean Hogan 
and other members of Third Tip-
perary Brigade of the Irish Vol-
unteers received reports that a 
large amount of gelignite (an 
explosive) was to be delivered to 
Tipperary. They decided to seize 
the gelignite, intended for use in 
the Soloheadbeg quarry, for use 
in the hostilities they intended to 
open shortly against English forces. 

Robinson had been a partici-
pant in the 1916 Easter Rising. 
Treacy had been a member of the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood 
since 1911. Dan Breen and the 
others had been involved since 
the setting up on the Irish Vol-
unteers in Tipperary in late 1913. 

Members of the Tipperary Vol-
unteers were becoming restless. 
They felt that the Volunteers were 
too closely associated with the Sinn 
Féin party, whose republican cre-

dentials at this point in time were 
unclear. The party was still a coali-
tion of dual-monarchists, republi-
cans and home rulers. They were 
unsure of the organizations com-
mitment to physical force republi-
canism and they believed that the 
movement would go to seed un-
less employed quickly. They decid-
ed to act, without seeking.

On the fatal day, Janu-
ary 21, 1919 (the same 
day as the first meeting of 
the Dáil) one of the Vol-
unteers, Paddy O’Dwyer, 
was posted as a look-
out in Tipperary town. 

He informed Robin-
son and Treacy that 
the cart was on its way. 

The horse was led by 
Godfrey, one of the work-
men, and the two police-
men, Constables Mac-
Donnell and O’Connell, 
walked behind with their 
rifles slung on their shoul-
ders. The Volunteer’s plan 
was to stop the cart as it 
passed the gate of Cran-
itch’s field. They were to 
jump out and order the 
policemen to surrender 
their weapons, and then 
they were to seize the cart.

The cart approached the 
gate and the challenge was 
shouted. This is believed 
to have been “hands up” and is 
said to have been shouted twice. 

On seeing the masked men the 
police unslung their rifles. At least 
three Volunteers were visible to 
the police. Constable O’Connell 
stooped for cover behind the cart 
and Constable MacDonnell got 
excited and began to fumble with 
his weapon. Sean Treacy opened 
fire with his Mauser automatic 
rifle and Robinson and Breen fired 
their revolvers. Paddy O’Dwyer 
jumped onto the road and caught 
the horse’s reins. He was fol-
lowed by Breen and Robinson. The 
two policemen now lay dead on 
the roadway. The two workmen 
were unharmed. The skirmish 
lasted only a matter of minutes.

There was local shock and out-
rage at the killings. The following 
day the newspaper, The National-
ist, described the ambush as “a 
very deplorable affair.” The Lon-
don Times devoted three column 
inches to it under the headline “Po-
licemen shot dead in Tipperary—

cartload of explosives captured.” 
After the ambush, Tipperary 

was declared a “special mili-
tary area” and all fairs and mar-
kets were banned. There was 
a security clamp down and for 
weeks police and military ve-
hicles could be heard speeding 
up and down country roads. It 

was the first time that airplanes 
were used to track guerrillas. 

A reward of £1,000 was placed 
on the head of Dan Breen, and 
raised to £10,000 later that 
year. It was never collected.

Because Soloheadbeg occurred 
without prior approval, it forced 
Volunteer headquarters to clarify 
its position on clashes between 
the Volunteers and the police. 
Seamus Robinson was summoned 

to Dublin to meet with Michael 
Collins. The other Volunteers 
were summoned, as well, but they 
were thought to be “hot property” 
and it would have been too risky 
to arrange a meeting with them. 

The meeting between Robinson 
and Collins was held on a Dublin 
street corner. Collins suggested 

that Robinson and the oth-
ers flee to the United States, 
but Robinson rejected the 
idea preferring to fight on in 
Tipparary. “That’s all right 
with me,” replied Collins.

Following the meeting 
with Collins, Cathal Brugha, 
chairman of the executive of 
the Volunteers, met with the 
General Headquarters staff 
and together they agreed on 
a policy statement that ap-
peared in An tÓglach (the of-
ficial newspaper of the Vol-
unteers) on January 31, 1919. 

It stated that the Volun-
teers were the legitimate 
army of the Republic en-
trusted with the respon-
sibility of defending the 
government. Moreover, it 
continued, the government 
had declared that a state of 
war existed between Ire-
land and England and the 
Volunteers were the army 
which would fight that war.

So, the first shots of the 
Irish War of Independence had 
been fired in Soloheadbeg and 
the first deaths occurred in the 
war between the Irish and the 
English. The significance of the 
ambush at Soloheadbeg was that 
it forced a somewhat reluctant 
Sinn Féin to accept that the war 
had begun. Sean Treacy, Dan 
Breen and the other Volunteers 
in Tipperary had forced the issue.

In 1950 a memorial was erected at 
the site of the ambush at Solohead-
beg and each year memorial servic-
es are conducted there to remem-
ber the actions of the Volunteers.

 *J. Michael Finn is the Ohio 
State Historian for the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians and Division 
Historian for the Patrick Pearse 
Division in Columbus, Ohio. He 
is also Chairman of the Catholic 
Record Society for the Diocese 
of Columbus, Ohio. He writes 
on Irish and Irish-American 
history; Ohio history and Ohio 
Catholic history. You may con-
tact him at FCoolavin@aol.com. 

Soloheadbeg is a small town-
land, approximately two miles 
outside the town of Tipperary. It 
was there that King Mathgamain 
mac Cennétig of Thomond and his 
brother Brian Ború defeated the 
Vikings at the Battle of Sulcoit in 
968. It was also a stopping point for 
Dónal Cam O’Sullivan Beare, dur-
ing his epic march from Dunboy 
Castle in west Cork to O’Rourke’s 
Castle in Leitrim in 1603. It should 
come as no surprise then that 
the Irish War of Independence 
also began there in January 1919.

 In the Irish General Election of 
December 1918, Sinn Féin won a 
landslide victory, gaining 73 out of 
105 seats in the British Parliament. 
However, during the election the 
candidates had vowed to set up 
a separate government in Ireland 
rather than join in the British Par-
liament. At a meeting in Dublin on 
January 21, 1919, Sinn Féin estab-
lished an independent parliament, 
called Dáil Éireann, and declared 






