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Finally ...

Just when it seemed August 2013
would never get here, it's here! That can
only mean one thing —the North Ameri-
can Gaelic Games Championships are
here (well, on August 30th). It feels like
years now since I first announced that
Cleveland St Pat’s Gaelic Football Club
had successfully bid to bring the Games
here, and with it, a huge financial impact
on the local economy. An estimated $1.5
million impact in case anyone is count-
ing. Obviously very close to my heart,
this is something I have been involved
in from day one, with my wife Maria
sticking by me (and all my grumpiness)
over the past 18 months.

The Skylight Financial Group spon-
sored Games will take place from Friday
August 30th thru Sunday September 1st.
Games will start each morning at 8am
with five fields being used all day, every
day, meaning over 100 games will be
played over three days, with over 100
teams in town for the long weekend from
all over the USA, Canada and, for the
first time ever, from the Cayman Islands.

This is unique event in that it is a
large Irish sporting event being held on
U.S. soil. The Games were last held in
Cleveland in 1989, when an organizing
committee, including the late Sean Gan-
non, Westlake resident Jimmy Goggin
and Eastsider Kevin McGinty, needed
only two fields for the event that was
held over two days. It was so much
smaller back then that a heavy rainstorm
on the Thursday night meant they has
to move the Games from the Being the
host city, we are obviously delighted to
welcome so many friends and delegates
from the GAA world all over North
America. It is expected that a delegation
from our official headquarters in Croke
Park, Dublin, Ireland will be in town to
take in the festivities as well. It will be a
great opportunity for Northeast Ohio to
show what it has to offer to the greater
United States, and the world. It will be
an even greater opportunity for the Irish
communities here to only enhance their
reputation as being welcoming to all.

So what else can you expect over Labor
Day weekend? Our ultimate goal is put
on an event that will provide something
for everyone, men, women and children
alike, to enjoy, whether sports fans or

not. There will
live music at
the fields on
both Saturday
and Sunday,
with local fa-
vorites Marys
Lane headlin-
ing both after-
noons.

The will be an opportunity for kids to
getinvolved with the interactive section,
offering them the ability to pick up and
kick around a Gaelic football. Food will
be on offer from 1st thing in the morning,

with our official food sponsor Claddagh
Irish Restaurant, providing the finest
in Irish fare and local food truck Barrio,
who will be onsite with a fine menu that
includes a vegan variety.

We have partnered with Heineken
USA and Yeungling Beer as our official
import and domestic beer sponsors, re-
spectively, for those that are inclined to
throw back the odd cold one. They have
been a huge support in getting the word
out through the local bars. Speaking of,
we are especially excited to have created
a fantastic partnership with the bars
in the Kamm’s Corner District of West
Park, many of whom are advertisers in
this magazine; P] McIntyre’s Irish Pub,
West Park Station, Back Stage Bar, Paddy
Rock, Smedley’s, West Park Panini’s and
the Public House. The local bars will
be providing all the athletes with both
food and beer specials throughout the
weekend. It will be like St. Patrick’s Day
all over again (only this time it will be

for several nights). Who's in?

We are very appreciative of the sup-
port offered to us by our own Publisher
and Editor, John O’Brien, Jr., for the expo-
sure he has afforded us over the past few
months in helping to get the word out.
Ohio IAN' is one of our official media
partners for this year’s Games. John will
be onsite over the weekend promoting
the magazine and his many publications.

We will have a special weekend pass
available for presale on our website, for
$35, and for those staying at our official
hotels, this will include shuttle service to
and from the fields each day. Be sure to
check www.gaacleveland.com for more
information, as it will be updated daily
leading up to the games. This is also
where you will find information on the
schedule for the matches each day.

For those familiar with the area you
will probably be thinking where on earth
are we going to park all the cars? Yes, the
fields we are using at Barton-Bradley
do have limited parking but we feel
we have a fair solution to this. We will
have additional parking available (free
of charge) at the North Olmsted Soccer
Sportsplex, at 31515 Lorain Road. We
are very thankful to their director of op-
erations, Walter Schlothauer, for making
his facility available all weekend. A free
shuttle service will be available through-
out the weekend to and from the fields
to the Sportsplex. We encourage you to
visit their site at www.soccersportsplex.
com for more information on the location
as well as other services they provide
in facility and equipment rentals for all
your party needs.

/

Alot of folks have put a lot of effort into
making this event possible; I could be
here all day writing about them. Our title
sponsor Skylight Financial Group have
been an immense help in offering guid
ance and general help, especially through
the work and participation of their CEO
of Marketing, Dan Brennan. We are very
thankful to them for everything.

One group that often goes unnoticed
not just for this event but for other
major sporting events in Cleveland, is
the Greater Cleveland Sports Commis:
sion. They are a non-profit organiza
tion charged with stimulating the local
economy each year by attracting major
events to NE Ohio. Be it an NCAA
event, the recent Senior Games or the
Gay Games coming next year, they are
constantly working on bringing these
events and with it much needed cash
flow to the region. Their experience with
event management has proved invalu
able, and they do it well. With their help
we are confident everyone that attends
this year’s NACB Finals will have a great
experience, one they will never forget. If
you are able to spare a few hours to vol
unteer, we welcome you as well. Please
go to www.gaacleveland.com and fill
out the volunteer sign-up sheet on our
homepage.

*Mark Owens is originally from Derry
City, Ireland and now resides in Rocky
River, OH. Mark is the Chairman of the
Cleveland Gaelic Games Committee and
is also Director of Marketing for Skylight
Financial Group, Cleveland. Mark can be
reached for comments, question or sug
gestion at markfromderry@gmail.com

GAA Cleveland’s Joe Fergus promoting the 2013 Championships
at Cleveland Irish Cultural Festival.
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Of Castles and
Pirate Queens

Growing up in the Midwest, I
was accustomed to Chicago sky-
scrapers and the shores of Lake
Michigan; tall ships, whaling ves-
sels and salty shores were but a
distant dream. Intrigued by castles,
stolen treasure and swashbuckling
pirates, I read “Treasure Island”
and “The Count of Monte Cristo.”

Summer always seemed the best
time to indulge in captivating tales
of the sea. In the Midwest, we may
not have had the seven seas, but
we did have the five Great Lakes.

The summer that I turned fifteen,
[ traveled to the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan with my best friend
Sue and her family. They were
campers and enjoyed nothing
more than sitting by an open fire
roasting potatoes for dinner and
searching the night skies for con-
stellations.

On days when winds turned un-
expectedly brisk for early August
and temperatures dropped, the
beaches along our campground
were all but abandoned. Sue and
[ walked along the deserted shores

in Sperry topsiders, daring the
waves to splash our denim-clad
legs.

Even as young teen-agers, we
suffered from overactive, overly
creative imaginations. We would
pretend that the wind howling
through the tall pines was the spirit
of an ancient Indian chief who
once roamed these Lake Michigan
shores. We imagined that ghostly
faces with tribal paint peered at us
through the tangled brush rising
from the rugged grey rocks. By the
end of our walk, we were running
back toward the campsite with fear
pressing soundly at our backs and
streams of nervous laughter falling
from our open mouths.

Admittedly, even as an adult, I
look at the world with the eyes
of a creative child. I am looking
for that which is not there, that
which resides within the depths
of my imagination. And so when
I first visited an authentic castle in
the Aberdeenshire region of Scot-
land, my thoughts reeled over the
intrigue and mystery held within
the impenetrable walls of Crathes
Castle.

Crathes Castle was built in the

sixteenth-century on land given to
the Burnett family by King Robert
the Bruce in 1323. Pale salmon
pink, Crathes Castle appears out of
a fairytale. Graceful turrets belie
the strength and practicality of the
castle walls. Small, peephole-size
windows dot the thick walls with
spaces just large enough for castle
defenders to spy encroaching en-
emy clans and issue forth speeding
arrows.

There is even a resident ghost,
who appears in the form of green
vapor in none other than the Green
Lady’s Room. Surrounding formal

gardens, replete with roses and
wisteria, lend an air of gentility to
the true intent of such a stronghold.

In Ireland, castles abound as
well. The Irish castles that most
appeal to my taste are those sur-
rounded by crumbling stone fenc-
es that vie for space amid the furze
and nettles. These castles stand
testament to the harsh salty winds
that assail the walls darkened by
the elements and a tumultuous
past.

If you ever visit a graveyard
in county Mayo, you are sure to
find the O'Malley name on many
a tombstone. Grace O’Malley,
known as Granuaile, The Pirate
Queen, fought to preserve her land
and family name, thus earning her

place in history and legend. Grace
O’Malley was born in 1530 during
the rule of King Henry the VIIL
Hailing from the Clew Bay area of
County Mayo, her father, Eoghan
Dubhdara O’'Maille, was the lord
of the Murrisk region in southwest
County Mayo.

To keep an eye on his land and
seas, O’'Maille erected a row of
towers along the western coast
of Mayo. One of the towers still
stands in Kildavnet, Achill Island.
Through marriage and political
conquest, Grace O'Malley acquired
Carraigahowley, or Rockfleet

Castle of Burrishoole, outside
Newport and Doona Castle of Bal-
lycroy. Furthermore, the founda-
tion of an original O'Maille castle
remains. Westport House was
built upon this site.

Young Grace O'Malley was a
girl strong in both intellect and
spirit. Legend has it that young
Grace was desperate to attend her
father on a fishing venture but was
not allowed to go for fear that her
long hair would be caught in the
ropes and she would face great
peril. Grace took it upon herself
to shear off her locks. Her father
called her Grainne Mhaol or “bald
Grace.” The name held and she is
still known as Granuaile.

Itis recorded that Grace married

twice; legend has it that she also
had a slew of lovers. Her first hus
band was Donal O'Flaherty. When
Donal was killed in battle, Grace
took up residence in the family
tower on Clare Island.

Her second marriage to “Iron
Richard” Bourke, the principal
holder of the iron works in Bur
rishoole, was short lived. Un
der Brehon law, marriages were
guaranteed to hold “for one year,
upon which time they could be
dissolved. Legend has it that
Grace dismissed her husband
thus taking over his family tower
in Burrishoole, Carraigahowley
Castle. It is here that Grace was
purported to die in 1603.

Granuaile was a fierce pirate
warrior and an intellectually
shrewd diplomat. In 1593, Grace
O'Malley held an interview with
Queen Elizabeth I to negotiate the
release of her sons taken captive
by Connacht’s English governor
and England’s hold on her family
territory. History has it that Grace
spoke to Elizabeth in fluent Latin
She shocked the court with her re
fusal to abide by courtly tradition
but impressed the Queen with her
self-assurance and intellect, traits
Elizabeth herself possessed. The
sons were released and Elizabeth
vowed to cease some of her sup
port of the Irish Lord Rebellion and
reduce her acts of piracy against
England. In time, nothing changed
but Granuaile made her mark in
historical analogs.

The last time I visit
ed Rockfleet Castle, a raven sat
perched upon the tower: a stark
silhouette framed in the clear blue
sky. His countenance was one
of confidence and strength as he
looked out over Clew Bay. The
raven’s look was not unlike what
I imagined Grace O’Malley’s as
she stood in defiance against ex
pectation and traditional rule. For
once, my romantic vision of reality
provided a perfect counterpoint to
my understanding of history.

*Internet source consulted: Wiki
pedia. For further study of Grace
O’Malley consult The Life and
Times of Grace O'Malley by Anne
Chambers.

*Susan holds a Master’s Degree
in English from John Carroll Uni
versity and a Master’s Degree in
Education from Baldwin-Wallace
College. She may be contacted at
suemangan@yahoo.com.
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Garden of Remembrance

Photos and column by Lin-
da Fulton Burke

The Garden of Remem-
branceis located at Ringfinnan,

Kinsale, Co. Cork, Ireland, just
off the road between the town
and the Old Head of Kinsale. It
is the first memorial dedicated

to the memory of Father Mychal

Judge, Chaplain of the New York

City Fire Department, and the

343 brave firefighters who died

in the 9/11 Twin Towers disaster.

The first tree planting ceremony
was held in November 2001
and the Garden was official-
ly dedicated on March 10,
2002. The dedication was
attended by Irish relatives
of many of the deceased
firefighters.

The late Mary Kathleen
Murphy created the Garden
and donated the land in
Ringfinnan, her hometown.
Kathleen was a nurse in
New York at Lennox Hill
Hospital at the time of the
disaster and a friend of Fr.
Mychal, who lost his life on
September 11, 2001. Father
Judge was among the first
victims of the collapse of
the North Tower and was

tagged Victim 0001 on the of-
ficial record. A large percentage
of those that lost their lives were
of Irish descent.

There are 343 trees planted
in memory of each firefighter
who made the ultimate sacrifice
on that day as well as a tree for
Father Judge. Each tree is tagged

with a firefighter’s name and sta-
tion number. Many of the trees
have photographs and messages
left by family and friends who
have come to visit the Garden
over the years. Kathleen Mur-

phy has since passed, and a
plaque in her memory has been
placed in the Garden. The Gar
den of Remembrance is a living
monument, and the memories
are world wide.






August 2013

“We've Always Been Green!”

www.ianohio.com

21

Vincent Dowling

Continued from page 18

up in the Malamute Saloon!”

But Dowling’s greatest gift to Cleveland—
besides introducing an unknown 20-year-
old actor named Tom Hanks—was intro-
ducing Ohio audiences to the great Irish
and Irish American playwrights, beginning
with Nobel Prize winner Eugene O'Neill’s
tender and funny Ah, Wilderness! One of
Dowling’s own memorable performances
was as the father in O'Neill’s masterpiece

A Moon for the Misbegotten.

An unforgettable production of Sean
O’Casey’s Juno and the Paycock, set in a
working class Dublin tenement, featured
Vincent as the strutting retired seaman
Captain Jack Boyle, and Barney Kates as his
rummy sidekick Joxer Daly. Dowling’s son-
in-law, the soon-to-be-famous Colm Meany,
turned in several memorable performances.

There was plenty of Shakespeare, too,
of course—all delivered with Dowling’s
Irish touch. The Best Actor award given to
Hanks by the Cleveland Critics Circle for

Congrais to Sammms Aloysine Sigitng widh Presiilam: Obdmd

his portrayal of one of the Two Gentlemen
of Verona is still proudly listed on the now
famous actor’s resume.

Hanks, who credits Vincent with “teach-
ing me everything I know about acting,”
wrote the introduction to Dowling’s 2000
memoir of his own years as a young ac-
tor and director in Ireland, Astride the
Moon, Dowling’s own adaptation of Dylan
Thomas’s beloved classic, A Child’s Christ-
mas in Wales, became the Festival’s annual
holiday show.

The tributes to Dowling that flowed in
following his death can
be found on the Inter-
net. He is credited with
“saving the Abbey” and
“restoring Ireland’s leg-
endary national theater

to its former glory” when he returned in
1987 to take the helm of the faltering insti
tution. When Vincent eventually stepped
down to retire with Olwen to their home
in the Berkshire Mountains of western
Massachusetts, where he would found the
acclaimed Miniature Theater of Chester, he
was named Lifetime Associate Director of
the Abbey.

The evening word of Dowling’s death
reached Dublin, the director, Fiach Mac
Conghail, informed the hushed crowd, “A
great light in the Irish theater has gone out
Irish culture everywhere will forever be
in his debt.” Then he called for “one final
round of applause for Vincent Dowling
who gave us—and Ireland—so much.”

The entire audience rose in a standing
ovation.

Naval Academy graduate, Seamus Aloysius Siefring and parents.
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Porter Sharks appearing August 3rd - at The Harp, Cleveland.

pOUT will be appearing August 9th at Hooley House in Brook-
lyn, August 16th in Cleveland at P] McIntyre’s, and August
30th in Mentor at the Hooley House!







